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Aleta Masterson

From: Michael Wood
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 6:42 AM
To: Aleta Masterson
Subject: Fwd: Please submit into the public comments for School Committee Meeting Sept. 25th 6:15 

pm Emerson

 
 
Michael Wood 
Superintendent of Schools 
NASHOBA RSD 
50 mechanic Street 
Bolton, MA 01740 
978-779-0539 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Stacey Almy <stacey.almy@gmail.com> 
Date: September 24, 2012, 11:45:09 PM EDT 
To: <mwood@nrsd.net>, <lynncolletti@gmail.com>, <maureen.busch@comcast.net>, 
<rrupich@gmail.com>, <juliefay524@yahoo.com>, <kdowenfamily@comcast.net> 
Cc: <pgraham@nrsd.net>, <deb.jansky@firstgroup.com> 
Subject: Please submit into the public comments for School Committee Meeting Sept. 25th 
6:15 pm Emerson 

Dear Mr. Wood and NRSD School Committee,      
  
I am writing because I am very concerned for the safety and welfare of not only my own child 
but the entire high school community as a whole.  In light of the recent information given on the 
students attending the high school, of which the authorities feel are dangerous enough to be 
monitored, I believe you are putting everyone at risk having students, who have been accused of 
felonies, on school grounds and able to ride the school bus.  Leaving me with the following 
questions... 

 What is the level of concern for the general well being of the students? What level of 
threat would it take for a student to not be able to attend school?  

 Are students on "house arrest" allowed to ride the bus ? 
 Does it make sense putting children who are minors on a bus, in an enclosed moving 

vehicle with one adult who's main responsibility is driving and watching the road; with 
someone who has been accused of putting a gun to someones head? What safety 
measures is the school taking to ensure student's well-being while riding the bus? 

 I called the bus company and asked them about their policy of transporting accused 
felons with monitoring devices.  The bus company(Deb Jansky) was completely unaware 
of the situation.  I made it clear that I did not know for sure if these students were indeed 
riding the bus but that they were on the bus route and currently attend the high school.   

 Would it not make sense to have trained professionals dealing with this kind of behavior 
at a different location and have these students get their General Education Development 
(GED) program at that facility instead?  Our school district is not denying them their 
right to an education.  In fact they can get a GED online and never leave their houses.   
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 Where is the breaking point of crime inside and outside the school system?  Is it okay 
to attend public school while awaiting trail after being accused of pointing a gun at 
someone? What is your stance on murder? rape?   

 Are these students computer accounts being monitored?   
 Are these students being patted down on a daily basis?   
 Why do students subjected to house arrest and monitored have the privilege of attending 

a public school?  
 Are there any prior actions that these students have taken that have threatened other 

students or faculty in the past?   
 Are these students under psychiatric evaluation?  
 Once someone is accused of breaking the law, shouldn't psychiatric evaluation be part of 

the process when determining whether or not a student is fit for education in a public 
place. 

I believe there has to be an oversight on the part of Massachusetts law and NRSD policy to 
address the risks of the right to attend school with law abiding students whom care about their 
education. 
  
I feel a line has been crossed and little has been done to implement policies going forward that 
put the general school population in a safe learning environment.  
  
I feel that it is absolutely ludicrous that this society has given more rights, once again to 
the accused or convicted criminal than to the rest of us who abide by the law.   
  
Lincoln-Sudbury High School has put together policies relevant to the current situation we are 
enduring and I feel that our school administration should adopt many, if not all of them into the 
NRSD student handbook (see attached websites below).  I have also added pieces of their 
website that may help the NRSD community as a whole in giving the students and facility 
proactive ways of dealing with people who break the law and threaten their safety. 
  
Please pay attention to the beginning of the Lincoln-Sudbury document: 

"Physical violence of any kind is prohibited. Any student involved in violence will be 
suspended." 

  
By empowering the school community and giving them the tools to defend themselves and 
others, hopefully, we can avoid the policing and fears that are haunting this community 
currently.  I have read over the NRSD student handbook.  I feel that you have twisted your own 
policies in allowing the students to remain on campus(see NRSD student handbook page 38).  
The student handbook policies are lacking in that the current policy does not state if one or 
more committees and educated personnel that deal with these types of students and behaviors are 
involved in the final decision making process. 
  
Another point of angst in listening to students attending the high school is the fact they share 
lockers. Due to that decision, an innocent student may be subject to a line of questioning of drugs 
in their locker belonging to their locker-mate. Having your own locker should be a basic right for 
each and every student.    
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I believe that money must be a factor in your decision making process.  How much funding 
would be lost per day for suspending or expelling a student? Does it count against the school 
district and would funding be lost like an absence would?  
  
I truly hope you have not bet wrongly because there are no guarantees in the safety risks that you 
have now elevated, due to your decisions in keeping these students in the Nashoba Regional 
School District (NRSD).  
  
I am truly disappointed in your decision making process, lack of policy, lack of communication 
with the bus company and ongoing locker issues that may have been minimized or possibly not 
shared with the school committee and the general school population. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Stacey Almy 
Stow, MA  
  
  
Lincoln-Sudbury High School References:  
http://www.lsrhs.net/sites/lsadmins/files/2011/09/DisciplineCode8-12.pdf 
  
http://www.lsrhs.net/sites/safeschoolinitiatives/ 
  
http://www.lsrhs.net/sites/safeschoolinitiatives/newsletter/     
  
  


